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PERSONAL TAX

87(1)
MEDICAL EXPENSE -
CONDITIONER

In an April 27, 2009 External Tech-
nical Interpretation, CRA notes
that a taxpayer may claim the cost of
installing a central air conditioner
as a medical expense providing cer-
tain tests are met.

AIR

In particular, the taxpayer needs a
prescription from his/her doctor
which indicates that he/she needs an
air conditioner to help cope with an
ailment which is both severe and
chronic. Also, the medical expense
claim for an air conditioner is limited
to the lesser of $1,000 and 50% of its
cost.

MEDICAL EXPENSES - OUT-
OF-COUNTRY

In a May 19, 2009 Ex-
ternal Technical Inter-
pretation, CRA notes
that the cost of stem cell
therapy which is not
available in Canada will qualify as
a medical expense. This includes
payments to medical practitioners

and hospitals and the transporta-
tion and travel expenses for the pa-
tient. Also, where an individual has
been certified as being incapable of
traveling alone, costs for an accom-
panying individual are included.

CRA did note that certain require-
ments must be met such as substan-
tially equivalent medical services
not being available in the individu-
al’s locality.

CRA also notes that even where
medical services are available nearer
to the individual’s locality, if it is
reasonable to travel to the place
where the medical services were ob-
tained, the reasonability require-
ment may be met.

MEDICAL EXPENSE - TUITION
FEES

In an April 7, 2009 Tax Court of
Canada case, the taxpayer claimed
tuition fees paid to Foothills Acad-
emy of $10,499 and $21,525 as a
medical expense.

The Court noted that the taxpayer
must provide a certificate of an ap-
propriately qualified person (exam-
ple, a doctor) certifying that:
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(i) the person has a mental or phys-
ical handicap; and

(ii) the person requires equipment,
facilities or personnel specially
provided by that school for care,
or care and training.

Taxpayer Wins - Partially

The Court disallowed the medical
expense due to an inadequate cer-
tificate. CRA did say that if a proper
certificate was provided they would
reconsider the claim.

However, a portion could still be
claimed (estimated to be 20%) as
remuneration for tutoring services,
that are supplementary to the primary
education of the patient who has a
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